WAR AGAINST ROBBERY AND MURDER

placed at his disposal. During the weeks that followed,
in the dark nights of November and December, 1753, not
a murder or street-robbery occurred, he adds, either in
London or in Westminster. This extraordinary statement
is confirmed by comment in "The Public Advertiser" of
January 1,1754, on the complete success of f 'Mr F's Plan."
Moreover, according to his brother John, the gangs were
unable to form again on any sure footing so long as the
mysterious plan, which was kept a secret, remained in
operation. When the public eventually learned how Field-
ing had suppressed robbery, they were surprised at the
simplicity of his method. The thief-takers did not belong,
as was supposed, to the criminal class; they were reputable
citizens and householders who had served as constables.
The bravest of these men Fielding organized into his second
force and placed them under the direction of that faithful
public servant, Mr. Saunders Welch.* Now for the first
time in many years, people went about their business or
pleasure at night without the slightest fear of being waylaid
by footpads. None but Fielding's bitterest enemies failed
to give him credit for the new freedom. Occasionally he
was attacked for relying upon informers; occasionally, out
of malice, a murder or robbery was chronicled in the news-
papers opposed to him; but in every case the report was
proved to be false.

By the side of this victory over crime, the most sensa-
tional case that ever came before Fielding now appears
insignificant. It is nevertheless a spectacle that must be
presented for the light it throws upon Fielding's charac-
ter. On the night of January 1, 1753, Elizabeth Canning,
described as a servant girl barely eighteen years old, mys-
teriously disappeared from her master's house in Alder-

*0n these paragraphs see John Fielding, "A Plan for Preventing Bobber-
ies/ ' 1755, pp. 2-6; also " An Account of the Origin and Effects of a Police/'
1758.

285icise the powers that be, proposed that the Govern-
